Influence of antiplatelet drugs on occlusion of arteriovenous fistula in uraemic patients.
A long-standing arteriovenous (A-V) fistula may develop thrombotic complications. In 20 patients on intermittent peritoneal dialysis (IPD) arteriovenous fistula was made surgically. We evaluated the efficacy of three antiplatelet drugs: Ibustrin (Group A), sulphinpyrazone (Group B) and alpha-tocopherol (Group C) in preventing thrombotic occlusion of A-V fistulas. Results of the trial indicate that the three drugs significantly reduce spontaneous platelet aggregation and ADP induced aggregation. The heparin neutralizing activity was significantly increased during treatment. Significant prolongation of bleeding time was observed only in Groups B and C. In patients receiving antiplatelet drugs no occlusion of A-V fistulas was observed. In the control group such complications occurred in 3 of the 20 patients. Our results indicate that antiplatelet drugs by inhibiting the platelet function may prevent thrombotic occlusions of A-V fistulas in IPD patients.